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shipbuilding, geological prospecting, mining and medicine all called
for general education and specialized instruction. This demand could
no longer be met by inviting foreign experts to Russia.

The shortage of printed "books and absence of school education in
the 17ih century had greatly hampered the spread of literacy. Peter
introduced a simplified and more readable type instead of the old church
Slavonic type. Most of the books published after 1708 (with the excep-
tion of church service books) were printed in this type, which is in use
to this day. In the absence of technical books in Bussian, translations
of foreign works were largely resorted to. Many books on a variety of
technical and scientific subjects were translated, especially on mathe-
matics, shipbuilding, fortification, architecture, warfare, etc. Numer-
ous historical works were published.

The first Russian newspaper, the Vedomosti, was published in
Moscow in 1703, and later in St. Petersburg. This newspaper consisted
of several small sheets and contained news of important political events
as well as reports on the progress of military operations. The calendar in
use before Peter I had been the ecclesiastical calendar, which counted
time from the supposed "day of creation" and began the new year on
September 1. As of January 1,1700, Peter I introduced the Julian Calen-
dar (established by Julius Caesar) which was then in use in many Euro-
pean countries, although the more correct Gregorian Calendar (new
style) already existed.

School education was first introduced during Peter's reign. Several
educational institutions were founded in Moscow and St. Petersburg
which gave instruction in mathematics, navigation, gunnery and med-
icine. Only children of the nobility were admitted to the schools.
General schools for children of nobles, officials and clerks were opened
in the provincial towns. These schools accepted children between the
ages of 10 and 15, and taught them reading and writing, arithmetic and
elementary geometry. The system of tuition was very severe.

In 1702 a troupe of foreign actors headed by Johann Kunst was in-
vited to Moscow, A wooden "Palace of Comedies" was built, in which
Kunst's troupe gave performances for Moscow audiences. At Peter's
request the theatre performed A Triumphant Comedy on the Taking of
Oreshek,

The changes in life and customs were confined almost exclusively
to the nobility, particularly the upper circles. Peter fully realized the
importance of culture as a means of strengthening the noblesse realm.
He insisted that all nobles between the ages of 10 and 15 take up studies
and even prohibited the mamage of nobles who had not finished school.
Adolescents of the nobility had to undergo "inspections," at which their
progress was reviewed. In outward appearance too the nobles of Peter's
day differed markedly from their fathers and grandfathers. The
long-skirted Muscovite costume was superseded by the short European